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The Blanket Activity – How Global Warming 
actually happens

This fun and interactive activity teaches your students how global warming works. 

Materials Needed: You will need four to five medium sized blankets and printed and cut out copies of each “situation card” below. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Pick a student volunteer to play the “Earth.” Have the student sit in a chair at the front of the classroom. Explain that the “Earth” (student volunteer) has just the right amount of greenhouse gases in his/her atmosphere and is sitting there comfortably. Hand out the four “situation cards” to student volunteers in the audience. 
After each student reads his/her situation card, add a blanket to the “Earth” (aka the student volunteer) – each blanket represents new/additional layers of greenhouse gases. Make sure to ask the class why each “situation” results in a more greenhouse gases being added to the “Earth.” Periodically check in with the “Earth” to find out how warm he/she is feeling. 
Situation Cards: 
After reading each card, ask students questions such as, what is happening here? Why is it a concern? What could the person do differently? 

	
Jane’s dad went through the drive-through and left the car running for five minutes while he waited for his order.


	
Katie got home from school and turned on every light from the hallway to the kitchen. She then went into her bedroom, shut the door and turned on her music.


	
Max was cold, so he cranked the heat in his bedroom, even though his window was wide-open.


	
Carl gathered all of this week’s garbage and burned it all instead if sorting it and recycling.   
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